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The site has been relatively quiet this year. 

The annual inspection took place at the end of July. This resulted in a few plot 

holders giving up and those at the top of the waiting list finally getting a 

chance to have a go at growing their own produce. 

Dulwich Estate still have no plans to replace the lock on the gate to our site. 

There have been no obvious fly tipping incidents so they are happy with the 

present arrangement. In the main, plot holders and contractors close the gate 

and put the chain around the post. So that the gate at least looks locked. 

Drainage continues to be a problem on the site, especially through the winter 

months. Last year we experimented with path closures. We will do the same 

this year and again rotate the paths, as some recover and others become more 

worn. 

Once again we have benefitted from the free deliveries of manure from the 

Palace and the occasional delivery of mulch. We are grateful to Robert for 

organising this. The site also receives wood chippings from local tree surgeons.   

There have been a number of thefts from our site this year. Fruit trees were 

stripped and whole rows of root vegetables lifted. This is very upsetting for all 

concerned. 

Two oak trees on our north east border with the golf course and smaller trees 

in the apiary have been have been pruned by qualified tree surgeons, 

approved by the Dulwich Estate. Two more oaks are to be pruned.  

Eugene has looked after the water containers and taps, some of which needed 

attention this year when leaks were detected. He has done a great job which 

has meant we have not had to employ and pay for a qualified plumber. 

The invasive weed Mares’ Tail (also known as Horsetail) has been causing 

problems on a number of allotments; particularly over the far side of the site. 

It spreads rapidly through its deep roots and is virtually impossible to dig out. 

One allotment cannot be re-let because it has been so seriously colonised by 

Mare’s Tail.  



 

 

 

The waiting list for allotments on Gunsite remains closed. It now stands at 227. 

This means a seven or eight year wait for those at the end of the list.  Seven 2.5 

rod plots have been reallocated so far this year. A further nine plots are in the 

process of being reallocated. Some of which have needed some work by 

volunteers before they are ready to go.  

The smooth running of our site is dependent upon the noble efforts of many 

volunteer plot holders. We want to join with Maggie, our Chair, in thanking 

them very much for all that they do.  

 


